WVU Country Roads Tour Visits County

By Cathy Pation
WELCH - WVU Extensica Agent
Donald Reed, Jr.  facilitated o
healiheure puel discussion at the
Wekh Libwary Thursday moring
in which focal officials speny
nearly two bours dessribing local
* healthoare concerns 10 new fac
"W members 3 Weut Virghuly
W P part of WYU™
o
' MQ‘ Roads Tour”, the dis
cussion centered on The top bealth
problcens i0 McDowell County.

focal hluhcmbntmmmt_
cumses and effccts of the barmers
asd ideas for bow. 10 make ime y

tncloded Robin

provements.

Local
Pruett, Welch Community
tal; Kathie Whatt, FACES; Ca
Wrtght, retired RN. Sholia Muney,
Cﬂdﬂmﬂmlmm
uve Semiencing: Todd Buemette,
Southern Highlands Community
Health, Nathan Acosra McDowell
Choices and Dama Lester. WVU Ex-
fension.

Though most panelises Rsted sub-
stance abuse as (he number one bealdk
powe. FACES Director Kuthze Whit
keted deperssion and sauety, sdding
tha depresson sod anxicty foed mio
the swbnlance abuse problem.

Cathy Wright, RN opacdd that Hepe-
mtis € and B and HIV are abo a oo
peoblem, “A I of people we (Il nd
dom ‘teven know it she sad, stressang
that carly treatmenes und dusgmoses are
neconsry o the problems are everlobe
properly skiessed.

Shelia Muncy, Cade of Hope., ee-
Lued that it has boen ber sxperience
thai bruken homses contnbuic 1o the
drug abuse epademsic, “Fomy ux pet-
ceut of hocal chaldeon live in 4 home
willout & biokogscal paresd present,”
she sad.

Translated mto a oumber. Whint
sthd it 46 peroewt weans that 2,213
Kich are being ratsed by someone other
thae 1heis mothers o Gabers.

Todd Bucette, Seanhem Highlands
added that substance abuse has o=
creasad 2000 pereent since 2001
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Speaking of families with prob-
leens. Alicenstive Semencing D1
roctor Erin Badley said that she
Tes acen multi-generations of the
same family be phced in the al-
termative somlens img program he

wumse of drug abuse,

In toucking on Wright's asser-
ton thut more doclurs with a
broader-based knowledge of
medicines and diseases are
nocdod. Roban Prodtt, Welch Com-
momity H aad that McDome
i at the 1op of many negative Jists and
one. The
satc moruch

Hirdt sccess 4o headth caae ™ sl s
"We have s ot af wiek 1n do oumd
welcome any belp we cun pet,

Whitt pointed oul (bat 2 Lk of
ssitance for e i bhe F5 - 25 yas
brckel bars maoy from recery m..
wdegaate medica) care.

“We seed fo be proventative me
steald of peactive,” she sl

b closing. Rood remmnde [ ihe WL
facailey memsbers, MDow 11 onnl
has becn wmadied 10 deach by peophe
who Wit 10 citwe here and wrae
grants and agve b, Wikhoat wokciag Too
bt Bt the people they ate trjiog
hefp.

PANEL DISCUSSION - Those pictured heso parscoatad In & cans
discussion on the state of public haalth i MeDowsll Coounty WV
Extension Agant Donakd Reed formed the panel as a part of the WU
Country Roads Tour o acquaint new WVLU prolessars with the beauty

of West Virginia and Its people.

Shown (-7} are Todd Bumatts, Southern Hightands: Ern Busey,
Algrnative Sentencing Program, Nathan Acosta, McDowed CHDICE S,
Shela Muncy, Circle of Hope. Cathy Waght. refrad RN, Ficbin Fruat,
Wetch Communty Hospital, Kathes Whitt. FACES Dractor and Dana
Lester, WVU Extension Agant (Photo by Cathy Pation)

conditbon av heart docase, tabeses
and ¢bildhood obeaity

Nuthsn  Acosta.  McDowell
CHOICES, noted that 36 pervea of
fifth graders i the cosmy ane obese.

O another note, Prus! sasd et ome
m every theee habees bom a Welch
Comuomzuty do not 2o home with thesr
maodhers due 1o substance ahuse.

“The culture. transportation 1350c
andd dhe ok of primey care providers

“Before your do amythanz. ook
g you b plere reach oul o the
people o s patse ! anl 1k 10 thers
fest”

Followlog the pancl discussion
e heary, e [acuity mcmbheiy ch-
joned Luncti ot the Seerfiaw Dive In
where (Bey hewrd presentations
EDA Direstor Peni Adams xd So-
permieodent of Schools Nelson Spen
T



